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Conversation Piece 

Late again Blenkinsop? 
What's the excuse this time? 
Not my fault sir. 
Whose fault is it then? 
Grandma's sir. 
Grandma's. What did she do? 
She died sir. 
Died? 
She's seriously dead all right sir. 
That makes four grandmothers this term 
And all on PE days Blenkinsop. 
I know. It's very upsetting sir. 
How many grandmothers have you got Blenkinsop? 
Grandmothers sir? None sir. 
None? 
All dead sir. 
And what about yesterday Blenkinsop? 
What about yesterday sir? 
You missed maths. 
That was the dentist sir. 
The dentist died? 
No sir. My teeth sir 
You missed the test Blenkinsop. 
I'd been looking forward to it too sir. 
Right, line up for PE. 
Can't sir. 
No such word as can't. Why can't you? 
No kit sir. 
Where is it? 
Home sir. 
What's it doing at home? 
Not ironed sir. 
Couldn't you iron it? 
Can't do it sir. 
Why not? 
My hand sir. 
Who usually does it? 
Grandma sir.  
Why couldn't she do it? 
Dead sir.  

Gareth Owen 



 

The Dreadful Menace 

I am the dreadful menace. 
The one whose will is done. 

The haunting chill upon your neck. 
I am the conundrum. 

 
I will summon armies, 

Of wind and rain and snow. 
I made the black cloud overhead, 

The ice, like glass, below. 

Not you, nor any other, 
Can fathom what is nigh. 

I will tell you when to jump. 
And I’ll dictate how high. 

 
The ones that came before you, 

Stood strong and tall and brave. 
But I stole those dreams away. 

Those dreams could not be saved. 
 

But now you stand before me 
Devoid of all dismay. 

Could it be? Just maybe, 
I’ll let you have your day. 

 
 

  Unknown 

*This poem was written for the advert for the 2014 Winter Olympic, which can be found online. 
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