
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS2 Book Banding Guide for parents 
  

 

Throughout school, children learn how to choose books 

that they will enjoy and are encouraged to read a variety 

of text types (e.g. fiction, non-fiction, poems etc.).  

Children will work at their own pace through the colour 

bands, only moving on when teachers feel they are ready 

to progress. Please trust teachers’ judgement: children’s 

movement between bands is not only dependent on the 

ability to decode, but also on being able to show an 

appropriate comprehension of the texts they meet. 

As we are teaching children to read for pleasure, it is to 

be expected that, from time to time, they will sometimes 

select books that are too challenging for them to access 

completely independently.  Therefore, please do not 

worry if this happens - as it is still a perfect opportunity 

to share the book/enjoy the story together. 



 


